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REPORT. 


Superintendent’s  Office,  Allegheny  P.  R., 

Holliday sburg,  July  31,  1857. 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  : 

Gentlemen  : — I  have  the  honor,  herewith,  to  submit  the  annexed  report  of 
the  cost  of  the  working  and  maintaining  the  motive  power,  and  the  cost  of 
repairs  on  the  Allegheny  Portage  railroad,  from  December  1,  1856,  to  July  31, 

1857. 

\  On  taking  charge  of  this  road,  on  December  1,  1856,  l  found  myself  placed 
in  no  very  enviable  situation.  Difficulties  presented  themselves  with  which  I 
had  to  contend,  at  the  very  commencement.  But,  on  accepting  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  Superintendent  on  this  road,  tendered  to  me  by  your  honorable  Board, 
I  determined  to  discharge  the  duties  thereof  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  fearless 
of  consequences.  How  far  I  have  succeeded,  I  leave  to  your  honorable  Board, 
and  an  unprejudiced  public  to  decide. 

I  had  expected,  from  the  report  of  my  predecessor,  that  the  motive  power 
department  was  all  in  good  condition,  and  would  only  require  ordinary  repairs 
to  do  all  the  business  of  the  road  during  the  coming  year.  In  this  I  was  very 
much  mistaken.  On  examination,  1  found  it  entirely  run  down.  I  immedi¬ 
ately  purchased  materials,  increased  the  force  in  the  shops,  and  had  the  engines 
put  under  thorough  repairs,  which  were  completed  by  the  opening  of  naviga¬ 
tion,  (on  the  17th  of  March,)  sufficient  to  do  any  amount  of  business.  The 
boat  slips  at  flollidaysburg  and  Johnstown,  were  thoroughly  cleaned  out  and 
repaired.  All  of  which,  with  building  new  water  cisterns,  were  a  heavy  draw 
on  the  motive  power  fund,  at  the  very  commencement,  which  I  had  not  ex¬ 
pected. 

In  the  repair  department  I  had  also  expected  to  find  a  sufficient  supply  of 
working  materials  to  keep  the  road  in  repair  during  the  season.  In  this  I  was 
disappointed.  I  had  to  purchase  tools  for  nearly  every  division  on  the  road. 
This  was  an  unexpected  draw  on  the  repair  fund. 

There  was  but  little  business  done  in  the  month  of  December,  as  navigation 
closed  about  the  17th.  The  frequent  rains  during  the  spring  months,  caused 
heavy  slides  in  the  deep  cuts  on  the  road,  especially  the  one  at  the  west  end 
of  the  tunnel.  In  order  to  remove  them,  it  caused  a  large  increase  of  ex¬ 
pense  beyond  the  ordinary  repairs.  Those  slides  were  frequent  during  the 
summer,  but  were  promptly  removed  so  as  to  occasion  but  little  delays  on  the 
road.  .  „ 
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It  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  undertake  to  make  any  report  from  this  office, 
of  the  amount  of  tolls  that  strictly  belong  to  this  road,  as  all  specific  tolls  in¬ 
clude  all  charges  from  shipment  to  the  place  of  consignment,  and  are  paid  at 
the  office  where  the  goods  are  cleared,  so  that  goods  passing  over  the  Portage 
road  receive  no  credit  at  either  of  the  collectors’  offices,  at  its  termini,  for  its 
legitimate  share  of  the  tolls.  Therefore,  I  furnish  only  the  tonnage  passing 
over  the  road  during  the  past  eight  months. 

On  closing  these  remarks,  I  would  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Board  to  the  annexed  tabular  statements,  exhibiting  fuliy  the  financial  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  motive  power  and  repair  departments,  and  other  matters  connected 
with  the  said  road,  from  December  1,  1856,  to  July  31,  1857. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  BRYDEN, 
Superintendent  of  Motive  Power ,  and 
Supervisor  of  Repairs ,  Allegheny  Portage  Railroad . 
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TABULAR  STATEMENTS, 


Statement  No.  1,  exhibits  the  amount  paid  for  reported  accounts,  previous  to 
December  1,  1S56,  for  motive  power. 

Statement  No.  2,  exhibits  the  amount  paid  for  reported  accounts,  previous 
to  December  1,  1856,  for  repairs. 

Statement  No.  3,  exhibits  the  expenses  of  the  motive  power  department, 
from  December  1,  1856,  to  July  31,  1857. 

Statement  No.  4,  exhibits  the  expenses  of  the  repair  department,  from  De 
cember  1,  1856,  to  July  31,  1857. 

Statement  No.  5*  exhibits  the  accounts  of  the  Superintendent  of  Motive 
Power  and  Supervisor  of  Repairs  with  the  State  Treasurer,  from  December  l, 
1856,  to  July  31,  1857. 

Statement  No.  6,  exhibits  no  debts  due  by  the  Commonwealth,  from  Decern-* 
her  1,  1856,  to  July  31,  1857. 

Statement  No.  7,  exhibits  the  amount  of  tonnage  passing  eastward  over  the 
road,  from  December  1,  1856,  to  July  31,  1857. 

Statement  No.  8,  exhibits  the  amount  of  tonnage  passing  westward  over  the 
road,  from  December  1,  1856,  to  July  31,  1857. 

Statement  No.  9,  exhibits  the  amount  of  old  material,  &c.,  disposed  of,  from 
December  1,1856,  to  July  31,  1857. 

Statement  No.  10,  exhibits  the  amount  of  fuel  purchased,  from  December  1, 
1856,  and  amount  on  hand  July  31,  1857. 

Statement  No.  11,  exhibits  the  amount  of  oil  and  tallow  purchased,  from 
December  1,  1856,  and  amount  on  hand  July  31,  1857. 
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STATEMENT  No.  1, 

Showing  in  detail  the  amount  paid  for  Motive  Power  accounts  reported  unpaid , 

previous  to  December  1,  1856. 


Hollidaysburg  boat  slip . .  . . . .  .  $305  50 

Johnstown  boat  slip.  . .  307  00 

HoIIidaysburg  depot. . . . . . .  915  96 

Johnstown  depot. . . . . . . .  1  *290  94 

Trackmen  and  switch-tenders . . . . . .  956  75 

Engineers,  firemen  and  conductors. ..............  3*864  62 


Despatcher  and  wood  inspector .  852  00 

State  agent,  watermen  and  watchmen.  . . .  510  00 

Cord  wood. . . .  ,  2*776  27 

Coal . . . . . .  5  *444  46 

Oil  and  tallow. . . .  53  10 

iron,  steel  and  smithing . . . .  295  73 


Motive  power  castings.  . . . .  1*362  84 

Postage  and  stationery. . . . .  120  68 

Miscellaneous  employees .  447  87 

Lumber  and  materials. . . . .  6 18  00 

For  repairs,  &c.,  of  engine  “Jupiter,”  at  Phila .  10*330  71 

Sawing  and  splitting  wood . . . .  796  21 

Cash  paid  State  Treasurer  to  balance..  ...........  1  18 


$7*640  77 


9*931  56 


13*677  67 


31*250  00 


STATEMENT  No.  2, 

Showing  in  detail  the  amount  paid  for  Repair  accounts  reported  unpaid ,  pre- 

,  vious  to  December  1,  3856. 

Wages  of  foremen  and  laborers. ..................  $2*792  13 

Pw*  n  1 1  .  a  i  i .  .  .  .as...  tp...  .......  ........  ........  i  8  7 

—  $2*800  00 
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STATEMENT  No.  3, 

Showing  the  Expenses  of  the  Motive  Parer  Deportment  in  detail ,  from  Decem¬ 
ber  1,  1856,  to  July  31,  1857. 


I 


Am’t  paid. 

Am’t  due. 

Total  am’t. 

Hollidaysburg  boat  slip . 

$1,384  94 

. 

$1,384  94 

Johnstown  beat  slip . . 

1,702  73 

. 

1,702  73 

Hollidaysburo*  depot . 

7,101  78 

7,101  78 

Johnstown  depot . . 

6,013  21 

6,013  21 

Truckmen  and  switch  tenders . 

2,417  85 

2,417  85 

Locomotive  engineers,  firemen,  &c . 

9,254  47 

9,254  47 

Despatcher . 

492  00 

462  00 

Superintendent,  assistant  and  dork . 

1,972  00 

. 

1,972  00 

State  agent,  watermen  and  watchmen.. .  . 

517  62 

517  62 

Cord  wood . . 

5,289  07 

5,299  07 

Coal . . *. . . . 

7,195  97 

7,195  97 

Oil  and  tallow . 

3,395  42 

3^395  42 

Iron  and  steel . . . •.  .  . 

662  05 

662  05 

Locomotive  castings. . . . 

2,519  74 

2,519  74 

Postage  and  stationery . 

135  65 

135  65 

C  J 

Miscellaneous  employees . . 

239  36 

239  36 

Lumber  and  materials.  ....  . . 

5,245  67 

5,245  67 

Cost  of  sawincr  and  snlittincr  wood 

1 ,694  39 

1^694  39 

17  O 

Miscellaneous  items . . . 

487  31 

"487  31 

57,731  23 

57,731  23 

STATEMENT  No.  4, 

Showing  the  Expenses  of  the  Repair  Department,  from  December  1,  1S50,  to 

July  31,  1857. 


Am’t  paid. 

V 

Am’t  due. 

Total  ain’t. 

Wages  of  foremen  and  laborers . 

Cost  of  string  timber,  cross-ties,  &c...  . 
Repair  enstiners  ....  . . 

$15,209  02 
652  19 
579  50 
156  70 
382  73 

$15,209  02 
652  19 
579  50 
156  70 
3S2  73 

r  b 

Repair  smith  in  a  .  .  f  f  t  , . 

Iron,  steel  and  tools  .  . . . 

. 

16,980  14 

16*980  14 
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STATEMENT  No.  5, 

Showing  the  accounts  of  the  Superintendent  of  Motive  Power  and  Supervisor 
of  Repairs  with  the  State  Treasurer ,  for  moneys  drawn  and  expended,  from 
December  1,  1856,  to  July  31,  1857. 


To  cash  on  account  of  appropriation  for  motive 
power,  per  act  of  May  13,  1856,  to  pay  ac¬ 
counts  reported  unpaid  before  Dec.  1,  1856...  . 

By  vouchers  settled  for  motive  power,  per  act  of 
May  13,  1856,  for  reported  accounts  unpaid 
before  December  1,  1856. .......  . ^  . 

DR. 

$31 >250  00 

CR. 

$31 >250  00 

To  cash  on  account  of  appropriation  for  motive 
power,  per  act  of  May  13,  1856,  after  Decem¬ 
ber  1,  1856  . . . 

“20,000  00 

By  vouchers  settled  after  December  1,  1856,  per 
ao-t  of  Mav  13,  1856 . 

20,000  00 

To  cash  on  account  of  appropriation,  per  act  .of 
May  18,  1857.  ......... „ .......  .  .  ......  . 

39,600  00 

By  vouchers  settled  for  motive  power,  per  act  of 
May  ! Rv  1857 . . 

37,731  23 

1  26 
1*867  51 

By  cash  refunded  per  State  Treasurer's  receipt, 
balance  of  schedule  No.  8 . ;  . 

Balance  in  hands  of  Superintendent..  ,  . . .  .  . 

To  cash  on  account  of  appropriation  for  repairs, 
per  act  of  May  13,  1856,  to  pay  accounts  re¬ 
ported  unpaid  before  December  1,  1856. . 

90 >850  00 

90,850  00 

$2 >800  00 

i 

By  vouchers  settled,  per  act  of  May  13,  1856,  for 
accounts  reported  unpaid  before  Dec.  1,  1856, 
To  cash  on  account  of  appropriation,  per  act  of 
May  13,  1856,  to  pay  accounts  after  Decem¬ 
ber  1,  1856 . .  k  . 

. 

$2,800  00 

13,500  00 

By  vouchers  settled  for  repairs,  per  act  of  May 
13,  1856,  after  December  1,  1856 . .  . 

13,500  00 

To  cash  on  account  of  appropriation  of  May  18, 
1857,  for  repairs  of  1857.  . . 

3 >700  00 

\ 

By  vouchers  settled  for  repairs,  per  act  of  May 
18,  1857. ........  k  .....................  . 

3,480  14 
219  86 

Balance  in  the  hands  of  supervisor.  ....... 

20,000  00 

20,000  00 

- -  ... 

ALLEGHENY  PORTAGE  RAILROAD. 


STATEMENT  No.  6, 

Shotting  no  debts  due  by  the  Commonwealth,  from.  December  1,  1856,  to  dull 

31,  1857. 

There  are  no  bills  remaining  in  this  office  as  evidence  of  indebtedness  on 
the  part  of  the  Commonwealth,  excepting  William  Barr,  for  $37  50,  and 
Charles  A.  Anthony,  for  $38  75,  which  claims  were  suspended  for  cause  ;  and 
not  having  been  explained  in  either  case  satisfactorily  to  me,  the  bills  have 
been  rejected.  Therefore,  report  no  indebtedness  against  the  Commonwealth, 
that  I  have  any  knowledge  of. 

c 


STATEMENT  No.  7, 

Showing  the  amount  of  Tonnage  passing  Eastward  on  the  Allegheny  Porta<ie ' 
railroad,  from  December  1,  1S56,  to  July  31,  1857. 


Tonnage — lbs 
Section  boats. 

44  miles. 

. 

. 

Lumber — lbs. 
Aver’ge  dist. 
24  miles. 

_ 

Coal— lbs. 
Aver’ee  dist. 
19  miles. 

Fire  brick, 
lbs. 

9  miles. 

1856,  December  . .  . 

1857,  January.  .  . . 

777,000 

232,000 

3,742,100 

76,200 

u  February.  .  .  . 

.  V 

li  March ...... 

■“  April . . 

■“  May. . 

<l  dune. . 

July.  ....... 

• 

1,318,000 

5.957.500 

4.466.500 

3.896.500 
5,417,100 

88,100 

200,400 

61,000 

68,000 

375,000 

3,838,200 

11,677,800 

8,551,800 

10,028,500 

8 ,500,100 

192,000 

124,000 

288,800 

22.333.200 
1,024,500 

46,338,500 

681^000 

70.377.200 

1,024,500  |  46,338,500  1  681,000 

Equal  to  35 , 188  tons. 

217  Section  boats. 

7,393  Loaded  cars. 
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STATEMENT  No.  8, 

Showing  the  amount  of  Tonnage  passing  Westward  on  the  AITgheny  Portage 
railroad,  from,  December  1,  1856,  to  July  31,  1857. 


Goods — lbs. 
Distance  44 
miles. 

3855.  December  .  .... 

1857.  January.. ...... 

u  February . ..... 

«  March. ........ 

28,200 

1,941,800 

217,100 

78,600 

April. ......... 

‘4  M  av . . 

‘{  June . . 

<c  J  uly  . . 

2,260,200 

12,106,600 

32,081,100 

10,527,000 

997,500 

Tonnage  in 
section  boats. 
44  miles. 

Fig  iron  and 
blooms — lbs. 
Average  disfc. 
27  miles. 

Ore — lbs. 
Average  dist. 
2  miles. 

Lumber— lbs. 
Aver’ge  dist. 
16  miles. 

1,795,600 

3,254,400 
1,358,900 
1,865,500 
2.438,000 
4.455,100 
4, 320, 800 
7,081,700 
7,306,700 

633. 700 
1,398,100 

1.291.200 
926, 400 

1,051,400 

1,596,600 

1.583.200 
2,046,400 

290,400 

45, 000 

3,547.000 

1,527,000 

2,862,300 

2,374,700 

152,000 
839, 500 
81,800 
88,800 

12, 106, 600 

32,081,100 

10, 527,000 

997,500 

57, 972, 400  Equal  to  28, 986  tons. 

195  Section  boats. 
7,487  Loader!  cars. 


STATEMENT  No.  9, 


Showing  Old  Materials  disposed  of  after  December  1,  1858,  to  July  31,  1857,. 


To  Cambria  iron  company — 14<3,4<50  pounds  of  iron,  ) 

Do .  75,550  pounds  of  metal,  > 

Do.  .  . . One  locomotive  engine.  ) 

Cash  received  for  old  materials . . 

Do*. .  .for  use  ci  ole:  truck..  ....... 


To  be  settled 
engineer. 


by  State 


$318  25 
28  44 


346  69 

By  cash  paid  3.  M’Clelland,  collector,  per  receipts. ....  .......  292  70 

Balance  in  hands  of  Superintendent.  ...........  * .....  « «  53  99' 


t 
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STATEMENT  No.  10, 


Showing  the  amount  of  Fuel  purchased  and  consumed  since  December  1,  1856, 

to  July  31,  1857. 


139  tons  of  coal  on  hand  December  1,  1856 . ( 

350  bushels.  .  .  .do . do, . do . $ 

Amount  of  coa!  purchased  since  Dec.  1,  1856.  .  .  . 


Amount  of  coal  on  hand  July  31,  1857 . 

1,647  cords  of  wood  on  hand  December  1,  1S56 . 

Amount  purchased  since.  .  .  do . do . 


Amount  of  wood  on  hand  July  31,  1857 


$506  75 
7,195  97 


7,702 

72 

206 

15 

2,482 

14 

5,299 

07 

7,781 

21 

925 

56 

$7,496  57 


6,855  65 


Total  amount  of  fuel  consumed  in  eight  months 


l  * 
1  ur 


,352  22 


STATEMENT  No.  11, 

Showing  the  amount  of  Oil  and  Tallow  purchased ,  from.  December  1,  1856,  to 

July  31,  1857. 

There  were  two  hundred  gallons  of  oil  on  hand  on  the  drst 


of  December,  1856 — amounting  to..  .  . . .  $180  00 

Amount  purchased  from  December  1,  1856,  to  July  31,  1857..  .  3,395  42 


3*575  42 

Amount  on  hand  July  31,  1857. . . . .  447  00 

I  - - 

Amount  consumed  in  eisrht  months.'.. . . . . . .  . . . .  3, 128  42 


it 


•  \ 


, 


. 


■ 

■ 
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